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across to the head of a corresponding stream which empties
into the Little Ogeechee. These streams were singularly
favorable to the enemy as a cover, being very marshy, and
bordered by rice-fields, which were flooded either by the
tide-water or by inland ponds, the gates to which were con-
trolled and covered by his heavy artillery.

" The only approaches to the city were by five narrow
causeways, namely, the two railroads, and the Augusta, the
Louisville, and the Ogeechee dirt roads ; all of which were
commanded by heavy ordnance, too strong for us to fight
with our light field guns. To assault an enemy of unknown
strength at such a disadvantage appeared to me unwise,
especially as I had so successfully brought my army, almost
unscathed, so great a distance, and could surely attain the
same result by the operation of time. I therefore instructed
my army commanders to closely invest the city from the
north and west, and to reconnoitre well the ground in their
fronts, respectively, while I gave my personal attention to
opening communication with our fleet, which I knew was
waiting for us in Tybee, Warsaw, and Ossabaw Sounds.

"In approaching Savannah, General Slocum struck the
Charleston Railroad near the bridge, and occupied the river
bank as his left flank, where he had captured two of the
enemy's river boats, and had prevented two others (gun-
boats) from coming down the river to communicate with the
city; while General Howard, by his right flank, had broken
the Gulf Railroad at Fleming's and way stations, and occu-
pied the railroad itself down to the Little Ogeechee, near
' Station No. I;' so that no supplies could reach Savan-
nah.by any of its accustomed channels. We, on the con-
trary, possessed large herds of cattle, which we had brought
along or gathered in the country, and our wagons still con-
tained a reasonable amount of breadstuff's and other neces-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